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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

June 25, 2010
Nebraska - W. Iowa VA Health System Names New Chief of Medicine
OMAHA, Neb. — Gary Gorby, M.D., was recently named the new chief of medicine for the Department of Veterans Affairs Nebraska-Western Iowa Health Care System.
Dr. Gorby will assume the position effective July 4. He replaces Laurel Preheim, M.D., who is retiring after serving more than 35 years in the VA health care system, the past eight years as chief of medicine. 

He will also be the Associate Chair of Medicine for Veterans Affairs at Creighton University School of Medicine and the University of Nebraska Medical Center when he assumes the chief of medicine position. 

Gorby has been an infectious disease expert and staff physician at the Omaha VA Medical Center for more than 20 years. He is board certified in internal medicine and infectious diseases. Gorby maintained an active research laboratory at the VA medical center until 2006 where he investigated the pathogenesis of gonococcal salpingitis through the application of molecular biology and computerized image analysis techniques. 
Gorby has also been on the faculty at Creighton University School of Medicine since 1989, where he is the chief of adult infectious diseases and an associate professor of medical microbiology and immunology.  

He is also a clinical associate professor at the University of Nebraska Medical Center. Gorby is the program director for the adult infectious disease fellowship. 
In 2002, he became co-director of the Center for Biopreparedness Education (now the Center for Preparedness Education), which educates Nebraska health care providers and first responders about potential terrorism and other public health threats. 

Gorby is a native of Ohio. He received a bachelor’s of science degree in Combined Science from Youngstown State University, and a doctorate of medicine degree from Northeastern Ohio University’s College of Medicine in 1983. He trained in internal medicine at North Carolina Baptist Hospital/Bowman School of Medicine in Winston-Salem. Gorby completed his infectious disease fellowship in Salt Lake City. 

Dr. Gorby has received myriad awards including the Creighton University School of Medicine Young Investigator Award and Innovative Use of Instructional Technology Award. He received the Distinguished Alumni Award from his medical school, and the Walter J. O’Donohue Award from the Nebraska chapter of the American College of Physicians. 
He has also had numerous peer-reviewed publications and presentations in national and international forums.  


The VA Nebraska-Western Iowa Health Care System proudly serves more than 167,660 veterans in Nebraska, western Iowa and portions of Kansas and Missouri.   Omaha’s medical center is an inpatient facility and also a large outpatient clinic for primary and specialty care. The Community Living Center is in Grand Island. There are community-based outpatient clinics in Lincoln, Grand Island, North Platte, Holdrege, Norfolk, Bellevue and Shenandoah, Iowa. For more information, visit http://www.nebraska.va.gov. 
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