IACUC –COMMITTEE REVIEWER CHECKLIST
VA Nebraska Western Iowa Healthcare System
VANWIHCS (151)• 4101 Woolworth Avenue • Omaha, NE 68105 • 402-995-3544 • Fax; 402-977-5633

Date: 
[bookmark: Text2]Investigator:       
[bookmark: Text3]Protocol Name:           
[bookmark: Text4]Protocol Number:       	
Species      	Pain Category |_|  	
Initial  |_|      Triennial |_|
[bookmark: Text32]Reviewer:      
The following items in the Animal Component of Research Protocol (ACORP) need to be evaluated with each Initial Review and Three Year Renewal for the VANWIHCS Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) and Research & Development Committee (RDC).  
NOTE:  The reviewer checklist serves as a guide for the reviewer to complete the scientific review and regulatory compliance to conform to the Guide for the Care and Use of Animals using the most recent version of the Animal Component of Research Protocol (ACORP).  
	Purpose and scientific rationale of the overall study is clear and acceptable. 
	|_| Yes      |_| No  

	Specific aims of the research are clearly stated.
	|_| Yes      |_| No  

	Research is relevant to the VA mission.
	|_| Yes      |_| No

	Adequate resources have been identified to ensure fiscal support of the study.
	|_| Yes      |_| No

	Conflict of Interest issues have been evaluated and appropriately reviewed.
	|_| Yes      |_| No  

	There are adequate provisions to maintain the confidentiality of the data.
	|_| Yes      |_| No  

	Study is scientifically valid and will yield interpretable results.
	|_| Yes      |_| No

	Has the Harm/Benefit Analysis/Relevance to the VA Mission been addressed appropriately (Section “B”  of the Main Body)
	|_| Yes      |_| No




[bookmark: Text31]Veterinary Consult: A veterinary consult has been completed. (Sec. L) |_| Yes   |_| No   Date:      
Comments:       
Has the number of animals been justified appropriately?  |_|  Yes  |_|  No
Is there an Appendix 9 for this protocol?	 |_| Yes   |_| No   (if Yes, items on Appendix 9 will be discussed and flagged at for Post-Approval Monitoring.
	If Yes to Appendix 9, has the PI filled out all pertinent Departure questions adequately?  |_| Yes      |_| No
Pain category:  Research facilities must have a mechanism in place for ensuring that animals are reported in the appropriate pain category.  During the review of proposed animal studies, there must be adequate consideration for all issues that may compromise animal welfare, including prolonged distress without intervention.  The IACUC must ensure these studies are appropriately identified and monitored.
	Issue
	Yes
	No
	Comments regarding the review

	Has the PI assigned the appropriate category of pain and distress to this protocol and, when necessary, provided the appropriate written justification?
(Remember:  Individual animals that do not experience pain/distress from testing procedures should be reported in category C.  Individual animals experiencing pain/distress which is alleviated with anesthetics, analgesics, sedatives and/or tranquilizers should be reported in category D.  This category includes terminal surgery under anesthesia.  Individual animals in which needed anesthetics, analgesics, sedatives, and/or tranquilizers are withheld should be reported in category E.  For all category E animals, a written justification, approved by the IACUC, must be provided.
	
	
	

	Has the PI identified steps to be taken within the protocol for any animals that might be expected to experience distress associated with their physical condition following a procedure that would not be relieved by analgesics?
	
	
	



SOPs:  For “Standard Operating Procedures”, Section Y, has the table been filled out properly (The approved SOPs must be included when the approved ACORP and Appendices are submitted for Just-in-Time processing before release of VA funding support). |_| Yes      |_| No
	Specific ACORP Question/Issue
	Deviation from the Guide? (Yes or No; if Yes, will be flagged for semi-annual)
	If yes to column 1, is adequate justification for the deviation provided?   Yes or No
	Flag for post approval monitoring?
Yes or No

	Letter “M” Husbandry, Question #1.  Will social animals be housed singly?
	
	
	

	Letter “M” Husbandry, Question #2.  Will “standard” exercise and environmental enrichment be provided to the animals, or are there any special supplements or restrictions that will be required?
	
	
	

	For letter “T” Endpoint criteria.  Has determination of when animals will be removed from the protocol or euthanatized to prevent suffering been identified?  
	
	
	

	For “Euthanasia” Section U.  Will any  animals NOT be euthanatized on this protocol?  
	
	
	

	For “Special Procedures”, Section
V.  Have special procedures (including special husbandry and other special procedures) that are a part of this protocol been identified with reference to the SOP and/or is Appendix 6 used? 
	
	
	



Miscellaneous/Additional Comments (Use reverse side of page if necessary): 

RECOMMENDATION
[bookmark: Text21]Approved (w/Recommendations) (recommended but not required):      

Required modifications (will not recommend approval without these changes):      		            
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