                                              TIPS FOR ABSTRACTS                              Appendix R

The following are some tips to remember when preparing research abstracts for initial, continuing review or final reports.

1. The Findings section is included with continuing reviews and final reports.  This section must be updated with any scientific findings to date.  For human studies, include a statement about the number of subjects enrolled.  For example:  Ten subjects were enrolled during this reporting period for a total of fifty subjects to date.
2.  The Clinical Relationships section is only included with basic science studies.
3. The Impact/Significance section is only included with final reports.
4. Do not use subscripts, superscripts, Greek letters, symbols, or formatting such as underlines, tables or columns.
5. Current abstract guidelines follow for your reference.

ABSTRACT GUIDELINES

Narrative Content:
The narrative content of each Project Data Sheet (PDS) abstract submitted must be limited to 500 words. The narrative must include a complete description of the project, since each progress or final report replaces all previous reports submitted to the RDIS (Research & Development Information System) for the project. The following information should be included in each abstract:

1. Objective(s):  The abstract should begin with a clear statement of the precise objective or question addressed by the study. If more than one objective is addressed, the main objective should be indicated and only key secondary objectives stated.

2. Research Design:  Describe the design of the study indicating, as appropriate, use of randomization, blinding, criterion standards for diagnostic tests, temporal direction (retrospective or prospective), economic evaluations (cost-effectiveness/cost-benefit analysis), etc.

3. Methodology:  Indicate the methods used. For clinical studies, indicate the study setting, including the level of clinical care (for example, primary or tertiary; private practice or institutional). State selection procedures, entry criteria, and numbers of study subjects entering and finishing the study. Describe the essential features of any interventions (if applicable), including the method and duration of administration. The primary study outcome measure(s) should be indicated as planned before data collection began. If the hypothesis being reported was formulated during or after data collection, this fact should be clearly stated.

4. Findings:  The main result of the study should be given.  Describe measures that are not evident from the nature of the main results and indicate any blinding.  If possible, the results should be accompanied by confidence intervals (most often the 95% interval) and the exact level of statistical significance.  For comparative studies, confidence intervals should relate to the differences between groups.  Absolute values should be indicated when risk changes or effect sizes are given.  State only those conclusions of the study that are supported directly by data, along with their clinical application (avoiding overgeneralization) or whether additional study is required before the information should be used in clinical settings,.  Equal emphasis must be given to positive and negative findings of equal scientific merit.

5.  Clinical Relationships:  For all basic science projects, include a statement describing the project’s possible clinical relationship.

6.  Impact/Significance:  Include this item only with the abstract narrative of final reports.  Discuss the anticipated contributions of the proposed study in terms of products or outcomes; i.e., how the study results may be used in the VA health care system.								10/07
