IACUC REVIEWER CHECKLIST

(Effective 7/2010)

Reviewer Name: _____________________________________________________________________
Date: ____________________________

Protocol ID #:______________________________________
PI Name: _______________________________________________________

Protocol Title: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1. Scientific Review to be done by an IACUC Member that is a scientist (if not a scientist go to #2).  During the review of the proposed protocol, please give consideration to the following aspects of scientific review.  
	Issue
	Yes
	No
	Comments Regarding the Review

	Purpose and scientific rationale of the overall study is clear and acceptable.
	
	
	

	Specific aims of the research are clearly stated.
	
	
	

	Research is relevant to the VA mission.
	
	
	

	Adequate resources have been identified to ensure fiscal support of the study.
	
	
	

	Conflict of Interest issues have been evaluated and appropriately reviewed.
	
	
	

	There are adequate provisions to maintain the confidentiality of the data.
	
	
	

	Study is scientifically valid and will yield interpretable results.
	
	
	


2.  Research facilities must have a mechanism in place for ensuring that animals are reported in the appropriate pain category.  During the review of proposed animal studies, there must be adequate consideration for all issues that may compromise animal welfare, including prolonged distress without intervention.  The IACUC must ensure these studies are appropriately identified and monitored.
	Issue
	Yes
	No
	Comments regarding the review

	Has the PI assigned the appropriate category of pain and distress to this protocol and, when necessary, provided the appropriate written justification?

(Remember:  Individual animals that do not experience pain/distress from testing procedures should be reported in category C.  Individual animals experiencing pain/distress which is alleviated with anesthetics, analgesics, sedatives and/or tranquilizers should be reported in category D.  This category includes terminal surgery under anesthesia.  Individual animals in which needed anesthetics, analgesics, sedatives, and/or tranquilizers are withheld should be reported in category E.  For all category E animals, a written justification, approved by the IACUC, must be provided, including CFR references or other guidelines if appropriate.)
	
	
	

	Has the PI identified steps to be taken within the protocol for any animals that might be expected to experience distress associated with their physical condition following a procedure that would not be relieved by analgesics?
	
	
	


3.  The reviewer will document any deviations from the Guide which will then be discussed when reviewing the ACORP.  The reviewer’s check list will provide the IACUC Coordinator with a written list of these deviations so that the deviations can be flagged and monitored during the semi-annual review and during the post approval monitoring.  ***Please pay close attention to the following ACORP questions, and any other issues that you feel are applicable, which might represent a deviation from the Guide.
	ACORP question/issue
	Deviation from the Guide?

Yes or No

(If Yes, this will be flagged for Semi-Annual Review)
	If yes to column 1, is adequate justification for the deviation provided?

Yes or No
	Flag for post approval monitoring?

Yes or No
	Comments

	Letter “M” Husbandry, Question #2  Will social animals be housed singly?
	
	
	
	

	Letter “M” Husbandry, Question #4  Will rodents be housed on suspended wire mesh floors or other flooring in which the animals do not rest on bedding?
	
	
	
	

	Letter “S” Surgery When surgery is planned and Appendix 5 is being used, has the PI addressed the issue of Food and Fluid restrictions in regard to survival surgery considerations and post-operative care?  See question 14.
	
	
	
	

	Letter “V” Special Procedures  When special procedures are planned and Appendix 6 is being used, has the PI addressed special procedures like special restraint practices, monitoring, diets, caging, environmental controls, exercise, environmental enrichment, identification issues, use of stimulation and/or behavioral manipulation?
	
	
	
	


	MISCELLANEOUS/ADDITIONAL COMMENTS (use reverse side of page if necessary):



**Please return to Wendy Inselman (151) **

