Minutes for the November 2014 PI meeting
11/21/2014

Present: Drs. Romberger, Hamel, Clemens, Davis, Kharbanda, Osna, Donohue, Dhawan, Bennett, Hudson, Viswanathan, Rhonda Finch, Bob Wiegert and Dan McVicker.

Dr. Romberger initiated self-introductions of PIs and welcomed Dr. Dhawan, our newest PI, to the meeting.   She presented the following items:

1. Stated Dr. Dhawan agreed to come to the Safety Committee and she will be our newest member. 
2. Announced a call for a volunteer and recommendations for our Research Chemical Hygiene Officer.  Ideally it should be a VA employee for better overall coverage and to give them credit in their appraisal for stepping up and performing an additional duty. They do need a science background so non-technical staff support such as coordinators are not appropriate.  This position was previously filled by different study team members in the past, including once being the ACOS and most recently and currently is filled by Dan McVicker who requested relief due to time constraints and need to focus on other pressing issues such as the nuclear reactor decommission.   Mr. McVicker briefed he will train the new person.  Dr. Romberger stated a name is needed right away but not later than the 1st of December to get new committee rosters updated; this is a voting position on the Sub-Committee for Research Safety so the person filling this position will attend the monthly Safety Committee meetings.    
3. Dr. Hamel reminded everyone of the VA Research Service Christmas Party coming up on Friday, 5 December, 2014.  
4. Regarding VA animal training, one the the required courses used to be “Working with the VA IACUC”; but, this has been deleted and now study team members should be complete “Working with the IACUC” when they come up for renewal.
5. Dr. Hudson stated next Friday, the day following the Thanksgiving holiday, there will be limited RAO manning; but, there will be someone available on the 3rd and 12th floors.
6. RAO will update the PI Distribution list for the PI meeting and resend the schedule to add Dr. Bennett and Dr. Dhawan and will resend the PI meeting schedule.
7. Reminder of Holiday deadlines:  Today is the deadline for submissions for December’s committee meetings and next month’s deadline for submissions for January’s committee meetings is earlier, the 16th.  These holiday deadlines are necessary so we have reviewers available before they depart on holiday leave.  
8. There’s an issue with heating tomorrow, the hospital will work on the chiller from 8am-3pm which we are told will not impact us.  Bob Wiegert, ARF supervisor, briefed this is not supposed to affect Bldg 15 unless they have to shut down more than expected or planned. However,he will be here tomorrow, Saturday, from about 9am-2pm in case any issues arise. 
9. [bookmark: _GoBack]Darrel Willoughby from the VA Library attended and briefed on library services and resources and electronic library resources.  He answered questions and provided a handout on how to access library information.  Concerning purchasing textbooks he said send him all requests and if/when we have multiple requests for the same textbook we are more likely to purchase it as it is expected to be more widely used and less likely to just sit on a shelf is how determination to purchase textbooks is made.  The question was asked if the VA purchases any agency-wide license for some specific databases, for example, the American Chemical Society or Cancer Research Society; and Mr. Willoughby stated no as this is very costly and funding is not available but let him know particular needs as he might be able to get the information without directly subscribing.  He encouraged he is a resource and to call him with any questions or assistance with specific searches.  He can be contacted by email at Darrel.Willoughby@va.gov or by phone x-3530.

Polled for questions from the PIs…no questions were asked.  The meeting ended at 1000. 
