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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

June 25, 2010
Distinguished Physician Retires after 35 years Serving Veterans
OMAHA, Neb. — Laurel C. Preheim, M.D., chief of medicine at the Department of Veterans Affairs Nebraska-Western Iowa Health Care System, will retire July 3 after 35 years of caring for Veterans. 

Gary Gorby, M.D., will assume the chief of medicine position effective July 4.

Preheim has served Veterans in many capacities at the Omaha VA medical center since starting as a staff physician in 1978, including roles as associate chief of medicine, chief of infectious diseases and epidemiologist. 

He has also been associate chair, Department of Medicine, Creighton University School of Medicine since 1998. Preheim has served in many capacities at Creighton including chief, Infectious Disease Section, Department of Medical Microbiology and Immunology; director, Adult Infectious Diseases Fellowship Program; and professor of medical microbiology and immunology. 

In addition, he has served in several roles at the University of Nebraska College of Medicine including chief, Infectious Disease Section, Department of Medicine; and professor of internal medicine. 
Rowen Zetterman, M.D., dean of the Creighton University School of Medicine, summed up the impact that Preheim’s retirement will have at the school and the VA. 

“I have been fortunate to serve with Laurel Preheim as my friend and colleague at the VA and Creighton University,” said Zetterman, who was formerly the chief of staff at the VA. “Both institutions will greatly miss his exceptional clinical skills and collaborative management approach.” 

Dr. Preheim has received myriad honors including being named on the Best Doctors in America list since 1996, Laureate Award and the Evergreen Award from the American College of Physicians, and Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers. 
He received a bachelor’s of arts degree from Bethel College, Newton, Kan., in 1969; and a doctorate of medicine from Northwestern University Medical School, Chicago, in 1973. Preheim completed his residency and an infectious disease fellowship at the Medical College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee. He also completed a post-doctoral research fellowship in the Department of Microbiology at St. Thomas’ Hospital, London. 

Dr. Preheim was a lead investigator in myriad research studies. He’s also had hundreds of peer-reviewed publications and presentations in national and international forums. 

The VA Nebraska-Western Iowa Health Care System proudly serves more than 167,660 veterans in Nebraska, western Iowa and portions of Kansas and Missouri.   Omaha’s medical center is an inpatient facility and also a large outpatient clinic for primary and specialty care. The Community Living Center is in Grand Island. There are community-based outpatient clinics in Lincoln, Grand Island, North Platte, Holdrege, Norfolk, Bellevue and Shenandoah, Iowa. For more information, visit http://www.nebraska.va.gov. 
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