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NEWS RELEASE
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT:

Will Ackerman -- Public Affairs Officer 

VA Nebraska-Western Iowa Health Care System

4101 Woolworth Avenue (00P)

Omaha, NE  68105

Office:  (402) 995-4719
Cell:  (402) 332-6780

E-mail:  William.Ackerman@va.gov

Twitter: www.twitter.com/VANWIHCS
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Feb. 4, 2010
Veterans Affairs Invites Community to ‘Salute Veterans’
OMAHA, Neb. — Honor our hometown heroes this Valentine’s Day.  Visit a veteran at the VA Nebraska-Western Iowa Health Care System Grand Island Division during the National Salute to Veteran Patients Feb. 8 through 14.  


The Department of Veterans Affairs annual National Salute to Veteran Patients encourages community members to thank America’s Veterans who have fought for this country.

The VA Voluntary Services staff is coordinating visits during the week from community and veterans organizations including the Kiwanis, Elks Lodge and others. The Grand Island Division is at 2201 N. Broadwell Ave. 

Veterans who are residents at the VA’s Community Living Center in Grand Island will get a special treat with a “Sweetheart” Banquet Feb. 11. 


Community members or organizations who are interested in visiting veterans at the VA clinic during the week are encouraged to contact Voluntary Services. 


Another great way to honor America’s heroes is to bring a Valentine’s card for a veteran. Valentines are simple gestures to thank veterans for their service. People are encouraged to either make or buy a Valentine’s card and write a short message to a Veteran, and then drop it off with Voluntary Services at the VA clinic during the week. Valentines will be presented to veterans. A select number of cards will be displayed for all veterans to read on a lighted “Valentine’s Day Tree” in the clinic lobby during the week. 

National Salute to Veteran Patients is also a great opportunity for community members to stop in and learn more about helping the veterans served at the VA clinic by becoming a volunteer. Visitors are often surprised at the vast amount of volunteer opportunities available at VA health care facilities. 


Individuals or groups who wish to participate in any of the National Salute to Veteran Patient programs, or who want to learn more about becoming a volunteer should call Voluntary Services at (308) 382-3660, extension 92146
The VA Nebraska-Western Iowa Health Care System proudly serves more than 167,660 veterans in Nebraska, western Iowa and portions of Kansas and Missouri.   Omaha’s medical center is an inpatient facility and also a large outpatient clinic for primary and specialty care. The Community Living Center is in Grand Island. There are community-based outpatient clinics in Lincoln, Grand Island, North Platte, Holdrege, Norfolk, Bellevue and Shenandoah, Iowa. For more information, visit http://www.nebraska.va.gov.  
###

